Ch. 2—Citizenship

V' Citizenship not confirmed. If the Social Security match doesn’t
confirm that the student is a citizen, the SAR and ISIR will include a
comment explaining that the student either needs to provide docu-
ments proving citizenship or make a correction to show that she is an
eligible noncitizen.

If the student is a citizen, he must give you documentation of his
citizenship status. If it verifies that he is a citizen, you can disburse aid
to him. Unlike the case of eligible noncitizens, you don’t submit the
documents to the DHS or any other agency for verification, but you do
need to keep a copy in the student’s file. The student should also con-
tact the Social Security Administration to have it update its database—
something all naturalized citizens should do—but he doesn’t have to
do this to receive aid. See “Other documentation” below.

If the student is an eligible noncitizen, she must submit a correc-
tion, which must include the Alien Registration Number or A-Number.
When the correction is sent in, the CPS will attempt a match with DHS
records to confirm the student’s status.

Other documentation

If a student must prove his status as a citizen or national, you de-
cide what documents are acceptable. The Department doesn’t specify
them, but here are documents you might choose to use:

* A copy of the student’s birth certificate showing that she was
born in the United States, which includes Puerto Rico (on or
after January 13, 1941), Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands (on or
after January 17, 1917), American Samoa, Swain’s Island, or the

Northern Mariana Islands, unless the person was born to foreign

diplomats residing in the U.S.

e A U.S. passport, current or expired, except limited passports
(which are typically issued for short periods such as a year and
which don’t receive as much scrutiny as a regular passport when
applying). In the case of nationals who are not citizens, the
passport will be stamped “Noncitizen National.”

® A copy of Form FS-240 (Consular Report of Birth Abroad), FS-
545 (Certificate of birth issued by a foreign service post), or DS-
1350 (Certification of Report of Birth). These are State Depart-
ment documents.

e A Certificate of Citizenship (N-560 or N-561), issued by USCIS to

individuals who derive U.S. citizenship through a parent.

¢ A Certificate of Naturalization (N-550 or N-570), issued by US-
CIS through a federal or state court, or through administrative
naturalization after December 1990 to those who are individu-
ally naturalized.

Older versions of the Certificate of Citizenship and of the Certifi-
cate of Naturalization instruct the holder not to photocopy them. The

Example: citizenship not
confirmed

Chavo is a U.S. citizen, but SSA doesn't
confirm his citizenship status. Sarven
Technical Institute asks him to submit
documentation of his status. Chavo
first submits a Social Security card, but
Sarven explains that the card doesn't
document his status because non-
citizens can have Social Security cards.
Chavo then brings in his U.S. passport.
Sarven makes a copy of the passport
for its files, and tells Chavo his citizen-
ship has been documented. Sarven also
advises Chavo to have the SSA correct
its database, so that he won't have this
problem again.

Social Security card and driver’s
license

A Social Security card or driver's license
isn't acceptable for documenting citizen-
ship or national status, since noncitizens
and nonnationals can also have these
forms of identification.
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